
Leadership Gold – Chapter 15: “Leaders Distinguish Themselves During Tough Times” 

 

Biblical Alignment 

Maxwell’s message aligns powerfully with Scripture. The Bible teaches that trials refine us, 
revealing our faith and character. 

• James 1:2–4 – “Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face 
trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces 
perseverance.” 

     Tough times are not punishment — they’re preparation. 

• Romans 5:3–4 – “We glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering 
produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope.” 

     Growth happens in the grind, not the comfort zone. 

• Isaiah 41:10 – “Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will 
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” 

     God’s presence sustains leaders through hardship. 

 

Where It Differs 

Maxwell frames adversity primarily as a leadership development tool. Scripture takes it 
deeper — tough times aren’t just for growth, but for dependence on God. Leadership 
strength comes not from grit alone, but from grace. 

 

Reflection Questions 

1. What current challenge is stretching you the most right now? 

 

2. How might God be using this season to refine your character? 

 

3. When facing pressure, do you tend to react out of fear or respond in faith? 

 

4. Which of the Scriptures above speaks most to your situation today? 



 

5. How can you use your current struggle to strengthen and inspire others? 

 

 

Closing Thought 

Maxwell teaches that tough times reveal leaders. Scripture teaches that tough times reveal 
our faith. The two truths meet at the same place: growth through perseverance. 

 


